DUBUQUE

DUCK

1941. They withdrew on the for-
mation of the Croatian kingdom ;
but reoccupied the town in Sept.
Bombed by the Allied air forces in
1943, it was liberated by Marshal
Tito's troops on Oct. 20, 1944.

Dubuque. City of Iowa, U.S.A.,
the co. seat of Dubuque co. It
stands on the Mississippi, 168 m.
W.N.W. of Chicago, and is served
by several rlys. An important
river port and rly. centre, it com-
municates with the E. bank of the
river by three bridges and with
other ports by steamer. An R.C.
archbishopric, it is the seat of the
university of Dubuque, Warts-
burg theological seminary, and
the state institute of arts and
sciences. In a coal, zinc, iron, and
lead mining district, it is the chief
manufacturing centre in N. Iowa ;
it has meat packing plants, found-
ries and machine shops, rly. work-
shops, flour and lumber mills, and
makes steel hulls, cars and wagons,
agricultural implements, furniture,
and leather First settled in 1788
by Julien Dubuque, a French pros-
pector, it was refounded in 1833,
incorporated 1839, and chartered
a year later. Pop. (1950) 49,671.

Ducange, CHARLES DU FRESNE,
SIETJR (1610-88). French scholar.
Born at Amiens, Dec. 18,1610, and
educated by the Jesuits, Ducange
became a lawyer. He passed most
of his life in study in Amiens and
Paris, where he died Oct. 23,
1688. He edited the works of
several French and Byzantine
historians, Joinville among them,
but his great work is his Latin
glossary, 1678, which is really a
compendious dictionary of medi-
eval Latin. It has been frequently
revised and enlarged, and the last
edition was published at Niort,
1883-87. He also compiled a
Greek Glossary published in 1688.

Ducat. Coin, generally of gold,
which circulated widely on the
Continent in medieval times;
value, 9s. 4d. It was first coined
in silver, by Roger II, of Sicily,
1140. The gold ducat of Florence,
coined in 1252, was followed by
that of Venice, 1283. The name
is derived from the word ducatus
on Roger's money, referring to his
duchy of Apulia. From Italy the
coin and the name went to Hun-
gary, Bohemia, Austria, and Ger-
many. Its use ultimately spread
to Russia, Spain, Denmark, and
Holland; to Hanover, as late as
George Ill's reign, and in 1887 to
England, as a trial decimal gold
coin, worth 100 pence. See Sequin.

Duccio di Buoninsegna (c.
1260-1319). Sienese painter. The
only extant work indisputably by

this painter is the altar-piece for
the high altar at Siena cathedral,
now in the cathedral museum, re-
presenting the Virgin and Child
surrounded by angels and saints.
The back of this piece was com-
posed of panels, some of which are
now in the National Gallery, Lon-
don. Duccio was the first Sienese
painter to abandon the Byzantine
tradition. He died Aug. 3, 1319.

Duce, IL (Italian, the leader).
Title assumed by Benito Mussolini
(q.v.) shortly after he formed his
fascist government in Italy in 1922.

Duchenne, GUILLAUME BEN-
JAMIN AMAND (1806-1875). French
physician. He was born at Bou-
logne, Sept. 17, 1806, and edu-
cated at Douai. He then studied
medicine in Paris until 1831 when
he returned to his native town to
practise. With the publication of
L'Electrisation Localisee, 1855,
and of Physiologic des Mouve-
ments, 1867, he established his
claim to be considered the founder
of the science of electro-therapeu-
tics. He specialised in the study of
nervous disorders, particularly
locomotor ataxia, and was a
pioneer in the use of electricity as
a cure for muscular diseases. He
died Sept. 17, 1875.

Duchess of Malfi, THE. Tra-
gedy by John Webster. Probably
written in 1612 and produced
about 1623, the plot was taken
from Painter's anthology of short
stories, The Palace of Pleasure.
Webster was a master of a peculiar
kind of horror, and in this play he
created passion, terror, and con-
trasting flashes of pathos. The
duchess is represented as the vic-
tim of the sadistic Duke Ferdinand.
In one memorable scene she is de-
ceived by a counterfeit image of the
corpses of her husband and child-
ren, and as the drama moves to its
climax she is tormented by a dance
of madmen, and finally strangled.
The play contains passages of mag-
nificent poetry, and has held the
stage for more than three cen-
turies. Modern revivals were at
the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith,
1919; Embassy Theatre, 1935 ;
Haymarket Theatre, 1945.

Duchess Theatre. Playhouse
in Catherine Street, Drury Lane,
London, W.C.2. This theatre was
opened Nov. 25, 1929, its first pro-
duction being Tunnel Trench.
Among later successes were J. B.
Priestley's Laburnum Grove, 1933,
and Time and the Conways, 1937 ;
Emlyn, Williams's Night Must
Fall, 1935; Norman Macowan'e
Glorious Morning, 1938. The
Ball(?t Rambert held seasons hero,
1938-39. The theatre can scat 494.

Duck OR DUKW. This type of
troop and store carrier of the
Second Great War is described
under Amphibious Vehicle.
Duck (Mid. E. dulcan; Ger.
tauchen, to dive). Name usually
given to the largest group of birds
of the order Anseres (of the
family Anatidae), which includes
swans, geese, and ducks. There
are over 40 genera of ducks and
nearly 200 species. They are dis-
tinguished by short legs, webbed
feet, and a depressed and ex-
panded beak. All the species are
more or less aquatic, and most
are powerful flyers. They are
mainly herbivorous, with the ex-
ception of the merganser, which
lives on fish, but frogs and worms
are also readily eaten. The plum-
age is dense and compact, so that
the water readily runs off it.
As a rule, the male, or drake,
has more showy plumage than the
female, for which the term duck is
commonly reserved. All the
species lay uniformly coloured eggs.
Ducks are found all over the
world, but are most numerous in
the northern regions. They asso-
ciate in flocks, and the majority
migrate farther N. for the nesting
season. On the wing the flock
assumes a wedge-shaped forma-
tion. The numerous breeds of
domesticated ducks are believed to
have descended from the mallard,
or wild duck, which breeds quite
freely in captivity. All domesti-
cated ducks interbreed with the
wild duck, and their offspring is
fertile, which goes to prove that
the species is identical. The poly-
gamous habits of the domes-
ticated duck, the wild duck being
monogamous, are probably merely
the result of living under non-
natural conditions. Domesticated
ducks may be classed as orna-
mental, and those intended for
the table. The ornamental are
mainly species of British and
foreign wild ducks maintained
on lakes and in parks.
Fewer than a dozen European
breeds can bo regarded as of prac-
tical utility for the table or far
supplying eggs. The Aylesbury is
by far the most esteemed and most
commonly bred variety in Great
Britain. Its plumage is pure white,
and it carries its boat-shaped body
almost level with the ground. As
it matures rapidly and attains a
weight of 6-10 lb.f it is much in
demand as a table bird. Tlws
Rouen is simply a cultivated
mallard. In plumage almost
identical with the wild bird?
it often weighs 11 lb., an4
its flesh M much superior to